
 
REQUIRED: 

Your summer assignment is to compose a commencement speech to 

your graduating class. 

 

While you may not have many typical high school experiences yet,     

imagine hanging out at your locker, passing class with friends, spirit 

days, going 

 

 

This writing assignment will be used in a variety of ways over the 

course of the year, including writing techniques, speaking and listen-

ing activities, and inclusion in your writing portfolio. 

 

Please bring 2 hard copies with you on the first day of class. 

 



RHS Summer Reading Suggestions 

 

**It is recommended that all Renaissance students read at least 2 books each summer.** 
 

The ELA department at Renaissance High School is engaged in implementing district curriculum includ-
ing additional rigor and supports to ensure a college prep high school experience. To that end, some texts 
may include mature topics which will be used to explore thematic ideas, identify literary techniques and 
strengthen critical thinking skills. 

1984 George Orwell 

A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest J. Gaines (PDF) 

Ace of Spades Faridah Abike-Iyimide 

Animal Farm George Orwell 

Anthem Aryn Rand  

Before the Mayflower Lerone Bennett  

Between the World and Me  Richard Wright (poem) 

Between the World and Me Ta-Nehisi Coates Between the World and Me The Beautiful Struggle (pdf) 

Born a Crime Trevor Noah 

Boy 21  Matthew Quick 

Brave New World Aldous Huxley 
Children of Blood and Bone   Tomi Adeyemi 

Children of Virtue and Vengeance   Tomi Adeyemi 

Concrete Rose  Angie Stone 

Copper Sun Sharon Draper Copper Sun (pdf) 

Crossover Kwame Alexander 

Dear Justyce Nic Stone 

Dear Martin Nic Stone Dear Martin (pdf) 

Dear White People Justin Simien 

Educated Tara Westwood 

Ella Minnow Pea Mark Dunn 

Firekeeper’s Daughter Angeline Boulley 

Ghost Boys  Jewel Parker Rhodes 

Lean In For Graduates Sheryl Sandberg 

Native Son Richard Wright 

One Hundred Years of Solitude Gabriel García Márquez One Hundred Years of Solitude (pdf) 

Purple Hibiscus  Ngozi Adichie 

Sold  Patricia McCormick 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/40961427-1984?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=ZBrorpA9DZ&rank=1
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/lesson-before-dying-ernest-j-gaines/1100082295?ean=9780375702709
https://mattraimondi.com/files/albd.pdf
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/ace-of-spades-faridah-b-k-y-m-d/1138934883?ean=9781250834881
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/170448.Animal_Farm?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=JANRV4rovC&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/667.Anthem?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=fRUHKXroOr&rank=1
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/before-the-mayflower-lerone-bennett/1125003711?ean=9783584749978
https://fourteenlines.blog/tag/between-this-world-and-me-by-richard-wright/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25489625-between-the-world-and-me?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=1U6RjMBMUc&rank=1
https://iberian-connections.yale.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Between-the-World-and-Me-by-Ta-Nehisi-Coates.pdf
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/29780253-born-a-crime?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=jiuiv8ug7g&rank=1
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/boy21-matthew-quick/1103755765?ean=9780316127967
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/5129.Brave_New_World
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3487.Aldous_Huxley
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/children-of-blood-and-bone-tomi-adeyemi/1126559534?ean=9781250170972
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/children-of-virtue-and-vengeance-tomi-adeyemi/1128329756?ean=9781250230362
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/concrete-rose-angie-thomas/1136752585?ean=9780063046788
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/90420.Copper_Sun
http://lgnavigators.weebly.com/uploads/5/8/5/2/58521739/copper_sun_-_sharon_m__draper.pdf
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-crossover-kwame-alexander/1116226321?ean=9780544935204
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/37829267-dear-justyce?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=l4t0f3UWhV&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/24974996-dear-martin
http://mrsvondra.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Dear-Martin-eBook-compressed.pdf
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22716168-dear-white-people?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=fBifBArCdm&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35133922-educated?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=1b6v3RdhRL&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/16200.Ella_Minnow_Pea
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/firekeepers-daughter-angeline-boulley/1136619257?ean=9781250766564
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/ghost-boys-jewell-parker-rhodes/1126941706?ean=9780316262262
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/20587901-lean-in-for-graduates?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=ulkofX6iyT&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/15622.Native_Son?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=AKxrGKIid2&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/320.One_Hundred_Years_of_Solitude
http://plog.yejh.tc.edu.tw/gallery/186/Marques%2C%20Gabriel%20Garcia%20-%20One%20Hundred%20Years%20Of%20Solitude.pdf
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/purple-hibiscus-chimamanda-ngozi-adichie/1102805085?ean=9781616202415
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/l.%09Sold++Patricia+McCormick


Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You Jason Reynolds, Ibram X. Kendi 

The Absolutely True Story of a Part-Time Indian Sherman Alexie 

The Alchemist Paulo Coelho 

The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man James Weldon Johnson 

The Awakening of Malcolm X   Ilyasha Shabazz 

The Boy in the Black Suit Jason Reynolds 

The Catcher in the Rye  J.D. Salinger 

The Great Gatsby  F. Scott Fitzgerald The Great Gatsby  (pdf) 

The Hate U Give Angie Thomas The Hate U Give (pdf) 

Their Eyes Were Watching God  Zora Neale Hurston 

The Joy Luck Club Amy Tan The Joy Luck Club (pdf) 

The Misadventures of Awkward Black Girl Issa Rae  
 
The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness Michelle Alexander 
The Other Wes Moore Wes Moore 

The Spook Who Sat by the Door Sam Greenlee 

Transcendent Kingdom Yaa Gyasi 

Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Community?  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Where the Crawdads Sing Delia Owens  

18 Meaningful Books 

20 Indispensable High School Reads 

115 Best Young Adult Books of All Time 

 

Want to know what your teachers are reading this summer?  
Check out their lists! 

 

Ms. Bell-Bowers:  
Conspirators' Hierarchy: The Story of the Committee of 300 Dr. John Coleman 

 

Ms. Carone: 
 

The Color of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother James McBride 

From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler E.L. Konigsburg 

 The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue V.E. Schwab 

The Lost Apothecary Sarah Penner 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52220686-stamped
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/absolutely-true-diary-of-a-part-time-indian-sherman-alexie/1100163889?ean=9780316013697
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18144590-the-alchemist?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=oMWPHdzex1&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/130312.The_Autobiography_of_an_Ex_Colored_Man
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-awakening-of-malcolm-x-ilyasah-shabazz/1134065691?ean=9780374313296
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-boy-in-the-black-suit-jason-reynolds/1119701489?ean=9781442459519
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/Catcher+in+the+Rye++J.D.+Salinger
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4671.The_Great_Gatsby?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=2FVMXjQ9fu&rank=1
https://www.planetebook.com/free-ebooks/the-great-gatsby.pdf
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/32075671-the-hate-u-give?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=2TtIg0D6BW&rank=1
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/929868/the_hate_u_give_thomas_angie.pdf
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/37415.Their_Eyes_Were_Watching_God?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=pbzPcLRq1l&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7763.The_Joy_Luck_Club?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=IIVr2Wn9kQ&rank=1
https://www.arts.gov/sites/default/files/Reader-Resources-JoyLuckClub.pdf
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/21412229-the-misadventures-of-awkward-black-girl
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6792458-the-new-jim-crow?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=5jDKtLwGeV&rank=1
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/other-wes-moore-wes-moore/1101000890?ean=9780385528207
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/spook-who-sat-by-the-door-sam-greenlee/1100518801?ean=9780814322468
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/48570454-transcendent-kingdom?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=zNjT24ubeP&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/211888.Where_Do_We_Go_from_Here?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=BOXcV02fJ8&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/36809135-where-the-crawdads-sing?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=27SuWS1oun&rank=1
https://blog.collegevine.com/books-not-on-your-high-school-reading-list/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/20-indispensable-high-school-reads-stephen-merrill
https://reedsy.com/discovery/blog/young-adult-books
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/159444.Conspirators_Hierarchy?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=IadjfJYyDz&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/29209.The_Color_of_Water
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/3980.From_the_Mixed_Up_Files_of_Mrs_Basil_E_Frankweiler
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2713.E_L_Konigsburg
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/50623864-the-invisible-life-of-addie-larue
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/53288434-the-lost-apothecary


Want to know what your teachers are reading this summer?  
Check out their lists! 

 
Ms. Carter:  

Why are all the black kids sitting together in the cafeteria and other conversations about race?  
Beverly Daniel Tatum 

 The Autobiography of Malcolm X: As Told to Alex Haley 

 As a Man Thinketh James Allen 

 
Ms. Hoyle-Speed:  

American Spy Laura Wilkinson 

All About Love: New Visions bell hooks 

The Crunk Feminist Collection Britney Cooper et al. 

Handbook of Yoruba Religious Concepts Baba Ifa Karade 

 
Ms. Jones-Clay: 

A Promised Land Barack Obama 

Becoming Michelle Obama 

The Testaments Margaret Atwood 

Deadly Cross James Patterson 

21st Birthday James Patterson 

Black Panther: Tales of Wakanda Jesse J. Holland 

Just As I Am Cicely Tyson 

The Man Who Lived Underground Richard Wright 

Concrete Rose  Angie Thomas 

Dear Justyce Nic Stone 

Mornings in Jenin Susan Abulhawa 

 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43396408-why-are-all-the-black-kids-sitting-together-in-the-cafeteria-and-other-c?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=gsye2Jh81i&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/20366125-the-autobiography-of-malcolm-x?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=8oApdOxlDt&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/81959.As_a_Man_Thinketh?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=XFBJyA9tUc&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/40274582-american-spy?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=g08hpimPz7&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17607.All_About_Love?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=epuVd5TXJu&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/29633830-the-crunk-feminist-collection?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=cfD2UcFPCf&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/913855.The_Handbook_of_Yoruba_Religious_Concepts?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=ob44npaPTD&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/55361205-a-promised-land
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/38746485-becoming
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/42975172-the-testaments
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/53506766-deadly-cross
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/55277065-21st-birthday
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/56387805-black-panther
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/50622390-just-as-i-am
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/53336614-the-man-who-lived-underground
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52822210-concrete-rose
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/37829267-dear-justyce
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6692041-mornings-in-jenin?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=wF5Jyd6zVa&rank=1


Want to know what your teachers are reading this summer?  
Check out their lists! 

 
 

Ms. Rowley: 

Empire of Pain: The Secret History of the Sackler Dynasty Patrick Radden Keefe 

The Source of Self-Regard Toni Morrison 

The Color of Law: The Forgotten History of How Our Government Segregated America  
Richard Rothstein 

 
Mr. Towns: 

A Promised Land Barack Obama 

Forty Million Dollar Slaves: The Rise, Fall, and Redemption of the Black Athlete                          
William C. Rhoden  

 Late Bloomers: The Power of Patience in a World Obsessed with Early Achievement                   
Rich Karlgaard  

 
Ms. Washington: 

Such a Fun Age  Kiley Reid 

Think Like a Monk: How to Train Your Mind for Peace and Purpose Everyday Jay Shetty 

Mornings in Jenin Susan Abulhawa 

 
Ms. Wilson: 

A Promised Land Barack Obama 

The Vanishing Half Brit Bennett 

Finna Nate Marshall 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/55361205-a-promised-land?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=agjgk5pcXk&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/178459.Forty_Million_Dollar_Slaves?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=YZy1iS1FNY&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/40597806-late-bloomers?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=90Wnk4DczM&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43923951-such-a-fun-age?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=DFKoqJ3OPS&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/48924781-think-like-a-monk?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=ynpdly5VLz&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6692041-mornings-in-jenin?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=wF5Jyd6zVa&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/55361205-a-promised-land?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=agjgk5pcXk&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51791252-the-vanishing-half?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=H9YXAChSgQ&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/48984964-finna?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=IW2CAzkDXi&rank=2

